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THIRTY YEARS OF FULSRIGHT EXCHANCES 
AnwlR : 

IN THe SEARCH FOR PEACE Alo UIDERSTANDING THAT FOLLOVED 
THE SECOND WORLD AP, THE FULGRIGHT PROGRAI. FOR INTERMATIOMAL 
EDUCATION EXCHANGE VAS BORi'. THIS VIER TH VASHTUGTON ACTIVITIES 
MAKING THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PROGRAM ARE ENDING. 

WITH MORE ON THE STORY, HERE 1S VOA'S ANITA CHAPMAN: 
VOICE: 

THE FULBRIGHT ACT SET UP SCHOLARSHIPS THAT PERMITTED 
GIFTED STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND ARTISTS TO STUDY ABROAD OR 
SHARE THETR TALENTS THROUGH LECTURES AND TEACHING, OVERALL, 

A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND SCHOLARSHIPS HAVE BEEN GRANTED, 
LESS THAN A THIRD TO AMERICANS. THE OTHERS HAVE 

GONE TO PERSONS FROM MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED COUNTRIES IM EUROPE, 
ASIA, ANO AFRICA, 

FULBRIGHTERS ARE A LARGE BUT ELITE GROUP, FROM THEM HAVE 
COME PRIME MINISTERS, NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS, PARLIANENTARIANS, 

AND NUMEROUS CULTURAL AND ACADENIC LEADERS. THE VALUE OF THE 
PROGRAM HAS NOT BEEN DOUBTED BY THE PARTICIPANTS, WHO GAINED, 
AS WAS HOPED, REAL KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER COUNTRY. 

THE PROGRAM IS BASED ON BI-NATIONAL AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND OTHER NATIONS, IT 1S ADMINISTERED LARGELY BY 
PERSONS OUTSIDE GOVERNMENT, WITH A CONTROLLING BOARD OF FOREIGN 
SCHOLARSHIPS APPOINTED BY THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT. WHERE THERE 
ARE VERY LARGE FULBRIGHT PROGRAMS -~ AS IN SOME FORTY-FIVE 
COUNTRIES -- BI-NATIONAL COMMISSIONS HAVE BEEN SET UP TO 


SELECT RECIPIENTS AND GIVE GENERAL SUPERVISION, 
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THE PDEA CANE FROM FORHER SENATOR WILLTAM FULBRIGHT, WHO 
Ili 19%6 PROPOSED CREATION OF EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS TO USE UP 
FOREIGN FUNDS GENERATED THROUG:1 SALE OF WAR SURPLUS. THE FIRST 
AMERECAN FULBRIGHTERS WERE SENT OUT SOME TIME LATER, TO CHINA, 
BURMA AND THE PHELIPPINES, (U NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE THE PROGRAM 
WAS EXPANDED AND MERGED WITH OTHER GOVERNMENT EDUCATION 
EXCHANGES, ALL FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT, BUT A TREND HAS 
DEVELOPED TO SHARE THE EXPENSES W}TH THE LARGER BI-NATIONAL 
COMMISSIONS, SUCH AS WEST GERMANY THAT NOt! PAYS MORE THAN HALF 
THE COST OF ITS FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS. 

TW ROMOR OF THE THIRTIETNH ANMIVERSARY, THE FULDRIGHT-HAYES 
BOARD INITIATEO A SERIES OF ALUMNI SEMINARS AROUND THE UNITED 
STATES, MORE THAN TWO THOUSAND FULORIGHTERS HAVE TAKEN PART. 
AWD THIS WEEK I?! WASHINGTON, THE ACTIVITIES END WITH A SYMPOSIUM 
AT MHICH WILLIAM FULBRIGHT HIMSELF WAS THE OPENING SPEAKER. 

THE SYMPOSIUM WILL RECOMMEND WHAT ROLE EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE SHOULD 
PLAY IN THE FUTURE RELATIONS BETVEEN COUNTRIES, 

THERE IS LITTLE BUT PRAISE FOR THE CONCEPT OF THE FULBRIGHT 
PROGRAIi.. A FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE FOREIGM SCHOLARSHIP BOARD 
CALLED IT BOTH POPULAR ABROAD AND RELEVANT TO AMERICAN NEEDS, 
AND THE EX~SENATOR SEVERAL YEARS AGO TERMED IT THE MOST LASTING 
AND APPEALING ACHIEVEMENT OF HIS CONGRESSIONAL CAREER. MANY OF 
THE RECIPIENTS NO DOUBT LOOK ON THEIR FULBRIGHT YEAR AS A LASTING 


ACHIEVEMENT OF THEIR LIVES. 
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